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HOUSE BI LL 1658

St ate of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2003 Regul ar Sessi on

By Representatives Talcott, Quall, Anderson, Rockefeller, Holnuist,
M| oscia, Hunter, Tom Delvin, Shabro, Ericksen, Sunp, Lantz, Chase,
Campbel |, Al exander, Sullivan, Skinner, Sinpson, Kristiansen, Bush
and Ber key

Read first tine 02/ 05/2003. Referred to Commttee on Educati on.

AN ACT Relating to linking success on academ c assessnents to
driving privileges for persons under eighteen years of age; anending
RCW 46. 20. 031, 46.20.091, and 46.20.100; reenacting and anmendi ng RCW
46. 20. 055; addi ng new sections to chapter 46.20 RCW and creating a new
section.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. (1) The legislature finds that:

(a) The challenges our citizens face in the twenty-first century
will require that students attain increasingly rigorous academc
st andar ds;

(b) Mddle and high school students, who face countless
di stractions and conflicting nessages, need neaningful incentives to
make academ c¢ achi evenent a higher priority in their lives;

(c) For mddle school and high school students, earning a driver's
license is one of the acconplishnments that they val ue nost highly;

(d) Research indicates a strong correlation between a student's
academ c achi evenent and safe driving habits; and

(e) For students under the age of eighteen, driving is a privilege
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that nust be earned and a student's responsibility is to becone a
successful student before |learning to beconme a successful driver.

(2) Therefore, the legislature intends to increase the attention of
m ddl e and hi gh school students on their academ c responsibilities by
requiring the students to successfully conplete an assessnent of their
reading and witing skills before they obtain a driver's license.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 46.20 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) In addition to other statutory requirenents, beginning July 1,
2006, a person under eighteen years of age shall neet the follow ng
conditions in order to apply for or receive a state driver's
instruction permt, driver's license, internediate driver's |license, or
nmot orcycl e endor senent :

(a) A person who does not neet the characteristics in (b) of this
subsection shall denonstrate successful conpletion of both the reading
and witing assessnents on one of the followi ng: The seventh, eighth,
or high school Washington assessnent of student | earning.

(b) A person who is enrolled in a private school approved under
chapter 28A. 195 RCW or an education clinic under chapter 28A. 205 RCW
or who is engaged in hone-based instruction under chapter 28A 200 RCW
shall denonstrate successful conpletion of the reading and witing
assessnments on one of the assessnents in (a) of this subsection or on
a conparably rigorous assessnent from a list of assessnents, wth
requi red performance |l evels, identified by the academ c¢ achi evenent and
accountability comm ssion.

(2) Juvenile agricultural driving permts are not subject to these
requi renents.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. A new section is added to chapter 46.20 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) Beginning on July 1, 2006, before accepting an application from
or issuing a driver's instruction permt, driver's license,
internmediate driver's license, or notorcycle endorsenent to a person
under ei ghteen years of age, the departnent shall obtain docunentation
that indicates that the applicant has met the requirenents of section
2 of this act.
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(2) At the request of the parent or guardian of a person under
ei ght een years of age, a school district, private school, or education
clinic shall transmt to the departnent a docunent that denonstrates
whet her the applicant has nmet the requirenents of section 2 of this
act .

(3) A parent or guardi an of a person under ei ghteen years of age in
home- based instruction shall provide to the departnent a docunent that
denonstrates whether the applicant has net the requirenents of section
2 of this act.

(4) By June 30, 2004, the office of the superintendent of public
instruction shall devel op and nmake available transmttal docunents for
t he purposes of sections 2 and 3 of this act, including docunents that
may be transmtted electronically, for use by school districts, private
school s, education clinics, and parents in honme-based instruction. The
of fice of the superintendent of public instruction shall work with the
departnent to create a systemto facilitate the electronic transmttal
of docunents required by sections 2 and 3 of this act.

Sec. 4. RCW46.20.031 and 2002 ¢ 279 s 3 are each anended to read
as follows:

The departnent shall not issue a driver's license to a person

(1) Who is under the age of sixteen years;

(2) Whose driving privilege has been withheld unless and until the
departnent may authorize the driving privilege under RCW 46. 20. 311,

(3) Who has been classified as an al coholic, drug addict, alcohol
abuser, or drug abuser by a program approved by the departnent of
social and health services. The departnment may, however, issue a
license if the person:

(a) Has been granted a deferred prosecution under chapter 10.05
RCW or

(b) Is satisfactorily participating in or has successfully
conpl eted an al cohol or drug abuse treatnent program approved by the
departnment of social and health services and has established control of
his or her al cohol or drug abuse probl em

(4) Who has previously been adjudged to be nentally ill or insane,
or to be inconmpetent due to a nental disability or disease. The
departnment shall, however, issue a license to the person if he or she

ot herw se qualifies and:
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(a) Has been restored to conpetency by the nethods provided by | aw,
or

(b) The superior court finds the person able to operate a notor
vehicle with safety upon the hi ghways during such i nconpetency;

(5) Who has not passed the driver's |licensing exam nation required
by RCW 46. 20. 120 and 46. 20. 305, if applicable;

(6) Who is required under the laws of this state to deposit proof
of financial responsibility and who has not deposited such proof;

(7) Who is unable to safely operate a notor vehicle upon the
hi ghways due to a physical or nental disability. The departnent's
conclusion that a person is barred fromlicensing under this subsection
must be reasonable and be based upon good and substantial evidence.
This determnation is subject to review by a court of conpetent
jurisdiction,

(8 Wio is under eighteen years of age and has not net the
requi renents of section 2 of this act.

Sec. 5. RCW 46.20.055 and 2002 ¢ 352 s 10 and 2002 ¢ 195 s 2 are
each reenacted and anended to read as foll ows:

(1) Driver's instruction permt. The departnment nmay issue a
driver's instruction permt wth or wthout a photograph to an
applicant who has successfully passed all parts of the exam nation
other than the driving test, provided the information required by RCW
46. 20.091, paid a fee of fifteen dollars, and neets the follow ng
requirenents:

(a) Is at least fifteen and one-half years of age; or

(b) I's at least fifteen years of age and:

(i) Has submtted a proper application; ((and))

(ii) Is enrolled in a traffic safety education program offered
approved, and accredited by the superintendent of public instruction or
offered by a ((dr—+Hngfedriver})) driver training school Iicensed and
i nspected by the departnment of |icensing under chapter 46.82 RCW that
i ncl udes practice driving; and

(c) If under the age of eighteen, has nmet the requirenents of
section 2 of this act.

(2) VWaiver of witten examnation for instruction permt. The
departnment may waive the witten examnation, if, at the time of
application, an applicant is enrolled in:
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(a) A traffic safety education course as defined by RCW
28A. 220. 020(2); or

(b) A course of instruction offered by a licensed driver training
school as defined by RCW46. 82.280(1).

The departnment may require proof of registration in such a course
as it deenms necessary.

(3) Effect of instruction permt. A person holding a driver's
instruction permt may drive a notor vehicle, other than a notorcycle,
upon the public highways if:

(a) The person has i mredi ate possession of the permt; and

(b) An approved instructor, or a licensed driver with at | east five
years of driving experience, occupies the seat beside the driver.

(4) Termof instruction permt. A driver's instruction permt is
valid for one year fromthe date of issue.

(a) The departnment nmay issue one additional one-year permt.

(b) The departnent may issue a third driver's permt if it finds
after an investigation that the permttee is diligently seeking to
i nprove driving proficiency.

Sec. 6. RCW46.20.091 and 2000 ¢ 115 s 4 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) Application. In order to apply for a driver's license or
instruction permt the applicant nust provide his or her:

(a) Name of record, as established by docunentation required under
RCW 46. 20. 035;

(b) Date of birth, as established by satisfactory evidence of age;

(c) Sex;

(d) Washi ngton residence address;

(e) Description;

(f) Driving licensing history, including:

(1) Wiether the applicant has ever been licensed as a driver or
chauffeur and, if so, (A when and by what state or country; (B)
whet her the license has ever been suspended or revoked; and (C) the
date of and reason for the suspension or revocation; or

(1i) Wether the applicant's application to another state or
country for a driver's |license has ever been refused and, if so, the
date of and reason for the refusal; ((and))
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(g) Lf under the age of eighteen, the information required under
section 2 of this act; and

(h) Any additional information required by the departnent.

(2) Sworn statenment. An application for an instruction permt or
for an original driver's license nust be nade upon a form provided by
the departnent. The form nust include a section for the applicant to
i ndi cate whether he or she has received driver training and, if so,
where. The identifying docunentation verifying the nane of record nust
be acconpanied by the applicant's witten statenent that it is valid.
The information provided on the formmnust be sworn to and signed by the
appl i cant before a person authorized to adm ni ster oaths. An applicant
who nakes a fal se statenent on an application for a driver's |license or
instruction permt is guilty of false swearing, a gross m sdeneanor
under RCW 9A. 72. 040.

(3) Driving records from other jurisdictions. If a person
previously licensed in another jurisdiction applies for a Washington
driver's license, the departnment shall request a copy of the

applicant's driver's record fromthe other jurisdiction. The driving
record from the other jurisdiction becones a part of the driver's
record in this state.

(4) Driving records to other jurisdictions. If another
jurisdiction requests a copy of a person's Washington driver's record,
the departnent shall provide a copy of the record. The depart nment

shall forward the record w thout charge if the other jurisdiction
extends the sane privilege to the state of Washington. Oherw se the
departnent shall charge a reasonable fee for transmttal of the record.

Sec. 7. RCW 46. 20. 100 and 2002 ¢ 195 s 1 are each anended to read
as foll ows:

(1) Application. The application of a person under the age of
ei ghteen years for a driver's license or a notorcycle endorsenent nust
be signed by a parent or guardian with custody of the mnor. If the

person under the age of eighteen has no father, nother, or guardian
then the application nmust be signed by the mnor's enpl oyer.

(2) Traffic safety education requirenent. For a person under the
age of eighteen years to obtain a driver's |license he or she nust neet
the traffic safety education requirenments of this subsection.
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(a) To neet the traffic safety education requirenment for a driver's
license the applicant nust satisfactorily conplete a traffic safety
education course as defined in RCW 28A. 220. 020 for a course offered by
a school district, or as defined by the departnent of licensing for a
course offered by a driver training school |icensed under chapter 46.82
RCW  The course offered by a school district or an approved private
school nust neet the standards established by the office of the state
superintendent of public instruction. The course offered by a driver
training school nust neet the standards established by the departnment
of licensing with the advice of the driver instructors' advisory
commttee, pursuant to RCW 46. 82. 300. The traffic safety education
course nmay be provided by:

(1) A recogni zed secondary school; or

(1i) Adriver training school Iicensed under chapter 46.82 RCWt hat
is annual |y approved by the departnment of |icensing.

(b) To neet the traffic safety education requirenent for a
nmotorcycl e endorsenent, the applicant nust successfully conplete a
nmot orcycl e saf ety educati on course that neets the standards established
by the departnent of |icensing.

(c) The departnment may waive the traffic safety education
requi renment for a driver's license if the applicant denonstrates to the
departnent's satisfaction that:

(i) He or she was unable to take or conplete a traffic safety
educati on course;

(1i1) A need exists for the applicant to operate a notor vehicle;
and

(iii1) He or she has the ability to operate a notor vehicle in such
a manner as not to jeopardize the safety of persons or property.

The departnment may adopt rules to inplenent this subsection (2)(c) in
concert with the supervisor of the traffic safety education section of
the office of the superintendent of public instruction.

(d) The departnent may waive the traffic safety education
requirenent if the applicant was licensed to drive a notor vehicle or
nmotorcycl e outside this state and provi des proof that he or she has had
education equivalent to that required under this subsection.

(3) Basic literacy requirenent. For a person under the age of
eighteen years to obtain a driver's instruction permt, driver's
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license, internediate driver's license, or notorcycle endorsenent,

t he

person nust neet the requirenents of section 2 of this act.

~-- END ---
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